
North Branch Fire District #1
78 Dorr Fitch Road
West Dover, VT.   05356

Phone: 802-464-7560
Fax: 802-464-3040

E-mail: nbfd1@myfairpoint.net

Minutes of the North Branch Fire District #1, Board of Abatement, June 1, 2016.

This Meeting, having been duly warned, was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by 
Administrative Manager, Linda Holland. 

Members Present:  Thomas Ferrazza, Cyndee Frere and Edward Barber.

Absent:  Larry Feldstein, Hobart Terhune and Daniel Facilla.

Also Present:  Mary Jane Finnegan and Linda Holland.

Holland asked for nominations for a Chairperson.  Ferrazza nominated Frere to Chair the 
meeting.  Seconded by Barber.  Passed unanimously.

Minutes:  Ferrazza moved to approve the Minutes of January 4, 2016 as submitted.  
Seconded by Barber.  Passed unanimously.

In House Errors:  Ferrazza moved to abate a total of $2,448.31 as indicated below, due 
to meter reading errors.

TC020:  Jeremiah Howard    $415.77
GS099:  Eric Cantos $1,267.42
GS158:  Steven Marino   $765.12  

Seconded by Barber.  Passed unanimously.

RT019/Twice Blessed, Inc./Mary Jane Finnegan:  Finnegan received a bill in the 
amount of $3,647.07 for the use of 171,842 gallons.  Holland stated that when she did the
inspection, for the closing, on February 29, 2016 the meter was leaking profusely.  Ms. 
Finnegan showed the Board a video of the leak and it is literally running water, not just a 
drip from time to time.  The meter is on the board to be repaired.  After careful 
consideration Ferrazza moved to read the new meter at a 30 day and 60 day interval and 
reassess this matter at a special meeting once the Fire District has these readings.  
Seconded by Barber.  Passed unanimously.

SO000A/Joyce Rice:  Ferrazza moved to abate $797.97 from Mrs. Joyce’s bill based on 
the information provided by her property manager stating the water from her unit was 

1



used to flush the water storage tank and during the cleaning of the tank the blow off 
discharge valve malfunctioned allowing water to continue to flow.   Seconded by Barber. 
Passed unanimously. Based on prior history Mrs. Rice will be charged a usage fee of 
$47.09 and the bond amount of $6.95 totaling $54.04. 

HI038/Mica Block:  The Board agrees that Mr. Block needs to provide them with more 
information, such as, bills for the clean-up from the burst water tank that caused flooding 
in the home.  This case will remain “open” until the Board receives supporting 
information.

AP002A/Mark Augur:  Mr. Augur received an estimated bill for 20,000 gallons totaling
$423.89.  Because the house at 183 Handle Road has no water in the house and the house 
is completely gutted Ferrazza moved to charge Mr. Augur $22.95, the minimum fee and 
abate $400.94.  Seconded by Barber.  Passed unanimously.

VO003B/Craig Biscone:  Mr. Biscone has been receiving estimated bills from 10/2010 
to 9/15 and is requesting an adjustment on these estimated bills because they far exceed 
the condo usage.  Mr. Biscone installed the new cellular meter on November 5, 2015.  
Ferrazza moved to have Mr. Biscone create a two year history on the new meter and the 
current bill of $77.77 stands.  Seconded by Barber.  Passed unanimously.

SU021/Peter Zaidel:  Mrs. Zaidel wrote the Board stating the house had frozen pipes in 
February 2016.  Attached is a copy of the contractors’ bill stating there were three breaks 
in the water line soaking the carpet and insulation in the wall.  Based on the information 
provided, Barber moved to abate $363.48 and charge Mr. & Mrs. Zaidel $100.66 for 
usage and $14.85 for the bond.  A grand total of $115.51 based on their previous history.

BX046/Gene Brown:  Mr. Brown wrote the Board explaining that sometime in February 
the property management company walked into his home and found it was flooded.  A 
number of frozen water lines had burst due to the unusually cold temperatures.  W2D 
Heating and Plumbing was immediately called to shut the water off.  Mr. Brown is 
requesting an adjustment of his bill totaling $1,986.84 for 93,774 gallons.  Ferrazza 
moved to charge Mr. Brown $255.75 for usage and $44.25 for the bond.  A total of 
$300.00 and abate $1,686.84.  Seconded by Barber.  Passed unanimously.  The Board 
strongly suggests that Mr. Brown drain the house lines during his absence, as this has 
been an issue numerous times.

MS002Ee/Southwestern Vermont Medical Center:  Director of Engineering, William 
Hall writes stating that he is concerned about the number of gallons recorded, considering
the very limited use of the facility during the time period.  His staffs has reviewed the site
for leaking toilets, faucets, etc. and have not found anything out of the ordinary.  Based 
on the prior history of the building, Ferrazza moved to deny the request.  Seconded by 
Barber.  Passed unanimously.

VC001/Donna Brown:  Ms. Brown is requesting an abatement of $73.76, including 
interest and penalties, because her bill for $63.85 was mailed to the wrong address with 
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the wrong unit information.  Holland verified that the bill was originally for 62 H 
Edwards Village and not VC001.  Ferrazza moved to abate $73.76 from Ms. Brown’s 
bill.  Seconded by Barber.  Passed unanimously.

SEC01/Phyllis Fischetto:  Ms. Fischetto is appealing her November 2015 bill for 30,518
gallons.  Holland accompanied by a TPW employee verified the meter is not moving 
when the unit is empty.  The meter has not been repaired and continues to run properly.  
Frere moved to have Ms. Fischetto create a two year history, on a meter with a cellular 
head, which will send alerts to the Fire District in a timely fashion.  Seconded by 
Ferrazza.  Passed unanimously.
 
Other Appeals:  None.

Frere adjourned the meeting at 7:52 p.m. 

 
 Respectfully Submitted:

Linda L. Holland,
Administrative Manager

cc:  H. Terhune, D. Facilla, E. Barber, T. Ferrazza, C. Frere, L. Feldstein, M.J. Finnegan, 
D. Brown, J. Rice, P. Fischetto, M. Block, M. Augur, C. Biscone, P. Zaidel, W. Hall, G. 
Brown, J. Howard, E. Cantos, S. Marino and Deerfield Valley News & Brattleboro 
Reformer.

Posted:  North Branch Fire District #1, Wastewater Treatment Facility & Administrations
Building.  Dover Town Office.
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